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37 CFR 1.97(b) 

1. IS The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed within three months of the 
filing of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under 37 CFR 1.53(d); 
within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR 1.491 in an 
international application; before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits, or before the mailing 
of a first Office Action after the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114. 



37 CFR 1.97(c) 

2 □ The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed after the period specified in 37 
CFR 1.97(b), provided that the Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the mailing date of a 
Final Action under 37 CFR 1.113, a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311, or an Action that 
otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and is accompanied by one of: 

□ the statement specified in 37 CFR 1.97(e); 

OR 

□ the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p). 
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(X) The Director is hereby authorized to charge and credit Deposit Account No. 19-1013/SSMP 

as described below. 

□ Charge the amount of 
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Certificate of Transmission by Facsimile* 



I certify that this document and authorization to charge deposit 
account is being facsimile transmitted to the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office (Fax. No. ) on 



(Date) 



Signature 



Typed or Printed Name of Person Signing Certificate 



Certificate of Mailing by First Class Mail 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first 
class mail in an envelope addressed to "Commissioner for 
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Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, it is requested that the following 



reference, which is also listed on the attached Form PTO-1449, be made of record in the above- 
identified case. 

1. International Publication No. WO 97/34403 published September 18, 1997. 

2. International Publication No. WO 99/45685 published September 10, 1999. 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.8(a) 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner 
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on January 13, 2006 
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Sir: 



Dated: January 13, 2006 




Paul/. Esatto, Jr. 
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The references were cited in a Search Report dated December 14, 2005 received 



from the European Patent Office. Applicants are submitting copies of the above-cited references, 
together with a copy of the Search Report. The relevance of the above-identified references has 
been described in the Search Report. Please note that the other reference cited in the Search 
Report, namely, European Patent Application Publication No. EP 1 229 704 A2, dated August 7, 
2002, was previously submitted in an Information Disclosure Statement dated October 17, 2005. 

Inasmuch as this Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted in 
accordance with the schedule set out in 37 CF.R.§ 1.704(d), a statement is attached. 
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